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I. Goals and Contents of the Course (Description)

International relations, as a field of political science and a discipline in the social 
science, attempts to explain and understand in a systematic fashion relationships 
among human beings and institutions in the global arena, such as international 
(inter-state) relations and relations including non-state actors, such as international 
organizations and non-governmental organizations. This course will introduce the 
student to the basic theoretical concepts, historical material, and problems and 
issues that affect contemporary foreign affairs and international relations, 
especially since the end of the Cold War twenty years ago. In doing this, a 
number of aspects will be examined: international political economy, foreign 
policy, international ethics, the use of force, human rights, international 
organizations, globalization, and the relationship between the industrialized states 
and the developing countries. 

The course is divided into three parts. The first part introduces the study of 
international relations in general, including theories of international relations as 
well as the major actors: nation-states, great powers, non-state actors, and the 
international system and society. The second part refers to international security 
(war and peace) and to international political economy. Finally, the third part 
refers to globalization and to global issues (such as environment, demography, 
and human rights), suggesting avenues for future research and alternative futures 
for global politics. 

2. Students' assignments and grades

Students' assignments include the following: 

A. Active participation in the lectures, which include discussion of the
readings in class. Students are expected to actively participate in class.
The attendance policy includes attendance in 80% of the classes
(sixteen sessions). Missing classes beyond the number of permitted
absences will affect the grade assigned to participation in class ( which
is 20% of the final grade).



B. A final exam (multiple choice) that refers to the material learned in
class and in the readings. The exam will take place on August 7th, 
the last day of classes.

The grade will be distributed as follows: 

1. Participation in class

2. Final exam:
20% 

80% 

3. Accommodation for students with disabilities
Students with disabilities are strongly encouraged to contact the Academic Resource 
Center (ARC, Leavey Center, Suite 335; 202-687-8354; arc@georgetown.edu) before 
the start of classes to allow that office time to review their documentation and to make 
recommendations for appropriate accommodations, including note takers, books on 
tape, extended time on the final exam, interpreting services, and enlarged texts among 
others. The procedure for requesting an accommodation can be found online at 
ldss.georgetown.edu/procedure.cfm, and a list of possible accommodations can be 
found at ldss.Georgetown.edu/services.cfm. 

For further information, please consult the following website: 
scs. Georgetown.edu/ academic-affairs/students-with-disabilities 

4. The Georgetown University Honor Code and Honor System

All students are required to abide by the Honor System regardless of whether or not 
they have been required to state or write it, or whether they are visiting students. The 
Honor System includes detailed provisions for investigating and adjudicating 
allegations of academic misconduct. The Honor Code and Honor System will be 
respected throughout the course, and especially at the time of the final exam ( a 
multiple choice test). 

For further information, please consult the following websites: 

scs.georgetown.edu/academic-affairs/honor-code 

http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/honor/system/ 

Title IX Syllabus Statement (endorsed by Faculty Senate) 
Georgetown University and its faculty are committed to supporting survivors and 
those impacted by sexual misconduct, which includes sexual assault, sexual 
harassment, relationship violence, and stalking. Georgetown requires faculty 
members, unless otherwise designated as confidential, to report all disclosures of 
sexual misconduct to the University Title IX Coordinator or a Deputy Title IX 
Coordinator. If you disclose an incident of sexual misconduct to a professor in or 
outside of the classroom (with the exception of disclosures in papers), that faculty 
member must report the incident to the Title IX Coordinator, or Deputy Title IX 
Coordinator. The coordinator will, in tum, reach out to the student to provide support, 



resources, and the option to meet. [Please note that the student is not required to meet 
with the Title IX coordinator.]. More information about reporting options and 
resources can be found on the Sexual Misconduct Website: 
https://sexualassault. georgetown.edu/resourcecenter. 

If you would prefer to speak to someone confidentially, Georgetown has a number of 
fully confidential professional resources that can provide support and assistance. 
These resources include: 

Health Education Services for Sexual Assault Response and Prevention: confidential 
email sarp@georgetown.edu 

Counseling and Psychiatric Services (CAPS): 202.687.6985 or after hours, call (833) 
960-3006 to reach Fonemed, a telehealth service; individuals may ask for the on-call
CAPS clinician

More information about reporting options and resources can be found on the Sexual 
Misconduct Website. 

(Above statement and TIX faculty resources found at: https://sexualassault.georgetown.edu/get

helplguidance-for-faculty-and-staff-on-how-to-support-students/) 

Title IX Pregnancy Modifications and Adjustments 

Georgetown University is committed to creating an accessible and inclusive 
environment for pregnant students. At any point throughout their pregnancy students 
may request adjustments/modifications based on general pregnancy needs or 
accommodations based on a pregnancy-related complication or medical need. 
Students may also request accommodations following labor and delivery based on a 
complication or medical need. 

SCS students must complete the Pregnancy Adjustment Request Form 
(https://titleix.georgetown.edu/title-ix-pregnancy/student-pregnancy/) and submit it to 
the SCS Deputy Title IX Coordinator at titleixscs@georgetown.edu. Upon receiving 
the completed form, the Deputy Title IX Coordinator will schedule a meeting with the 
student to discuss the requested adjustments and implementation process. 
More information about pregnancy modifications can be found on the Title IX at 
Georgetown University Website. 















18. International Ethics and Human Rights (August 5)

Kegley and Raymond, The Global Future, Chapter 9, "International Law and Human 
Rights," pp. 211-240. 

Richard Falk, Achieving Human Rights (New York: Routledge, 2009), "Introduction", 
pp. 1-9. 

Stanley Hoffman, Duties beyond Borders: On the Limits and Possibilities of Ethical 

International Politics (Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1981), pp. 1-43. 

19. International Relations after the Cold War (August 6)

Samuel P. Huntington, "The Clash of Civilizations," in Williams et al., Classic 
Readings. 

Robert D. Kaplan, "The Coming Anarchy," in Williams et al., Classic Readings. 

Stephen G. Broos and William C. Wohlforth, "American Primacy in Perspective," in 
Williams et al., Classic Readings. 

Arie M. Kacowicz (2012), "Global Governance, International Order, and World 
Order," in David Levi-Faur, ed., Oxford Handbook of Governance (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press). 

Robert Jervis (2002), "Theories of War in an Era of Leading-Power Peace," American 
Political Science Review 96 (1): 1-14. 

Robert D. Blackwill and Thomas Wright (2020), "The End of World Order and 
American Foreign Policy," Council Special Report, No. 86, May 2020, Council on 
Foreign Relations [available online]. 

John J. Mearsheimer (2019), "Bound to Fail: The Rise and Fall of the Liberal 
International Order," International Security 43 (4): 7-50. 




